
 

 
   

CONTEMPORARY HISTORY IN 4TH ESO  

 course outline 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

First Term 

 

● The Enlightenment 

○ What was the Enlightenment? 

○ Principal figures of the movement 

○ Legacy of the Enlightenment 

 

● The French Revolution 

○ The Ancient Regime  

○ Causes of the French Revolution 

○ Aftermath of the French Revolution 

 

● The Industrial Revolution 

○ Why did it originate in England? 

○ Consequences of the Industrial Revolution 

○ Economic models which emerged from the industrial revolution 

 

● Restoration, revolutions and unifications 

○ The liberal revolutions and the 1848 revolutions 

○ Restoration  

○ The Italian Unification 

○ The German Unification  

 

Second Term 

 

● Spain in 19th and 20 centuries 

○ Spain in the 19th century 

○ Spain at the beginning of the 20th century 

○ From the II Republic (1931-36) to the Civil War (1936-39) 

○ Legacies of the Franco regime 

○ Spain’s transition to democracy 

 

● The First World War 

○ Conflict and tension leading to the Great War  

○ The First World War 

○ Changes in society  

 

● The Interwar period 

○ The Paris Peace treaties and attitude of the principal representatives  



○ The Role of the USA in shaping world affairs 

○ Why did the Wall Street crash 1929 occur? 

 

● The rise of Totalitarian Regimes  

○ The Russian Revolution and its consequences 

○ The rise of Fascism in Italy  

○ The Weimar Republic and the rise of Hitler 

 

Third Term 

 

1. The Second World War 

a. Events leading up to the war  

b. The Second World War  

c. What was the final solution? 

d. The Nuremberg trials 

 

2. The Cold War and after 

a. Yalta and Potsdam Peace treaties  

b. Escalating tensions between USA and USSR 

c. The Chinese Revolution of 1949 

d. The fall of the Berlin War  

e. Post-cold war and the dissolution of the USSR 

f. Modern day conflicts  
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