
 
 

After the Second World War, the world’s nations each followed one of two economic models: the capitalist model led by the United States or the communist 
model led by the Soviet Union. Each insisted that its system was better and more just than the other and that it guaranteed liberty, justice and progress. Which 
system would you choose? 
 
After the fall of the Berlin Wall (1989), communism gradually disappeared and is now practiced in very few countries. However, there is currently an intense 
debate about what constraints, if any, should be placed on capitalism. Some countries prefer a neoliberal interpretation of capitalism while others, especially in 
Europe, have taken the ‘welfare state’ route. 
 
Imagine that the government of a newly created state has to decide which economic system to implement. Before making a decision, they want to see 
a reliable comparative analysis of the two systems: one based on capitalism and another one based on a communist planned economy. You and 
three classmates are a team of international experts in economic planning. The government of the new country will ask your opinion before they 
decide which system to adopt. You will use a Google slide presentation for this task.  
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