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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

Subject: Study supporting a possible network of maritime training academies and 
institutes in the Mediterranean sea-basin 

The European Commission has commissioned Ecorys Nederland BY (in consortium with 
MRAG Ltd and s.pro GmbH) to conduct the above-mentioned study. 

This study is aimed mainly at: 

Providing policy-makers with an assessment of the feasibility, added value and available 
options of the launch/enforcement of a networks between organisations providing 
education and training in relation to the marine and maritime economic sectors and that 
would benefit from that cooperation, in terms of enhancing the competitiveness of the 
blue economy and boosting skills and employability. 

In order to realise this aim, the study will therefore: 

Give a comprehensive overview of the institutes and organisations providing education 
and training related to the marine and maritime professions in the Mediterranean, as well 
as of the existing and potential cooperation and networks between them - and with other 
relevant actors outside the Mediterranean; 

Analyse the existing sea-related education and training offer in the Mediterranean and its 
relevance to the enhancement of employability and competitiveness of the main maritime 
and marine sectors in the sea basin, identifying possible gaps in terms of education and 
training with respect to the professional profiles required in those sectors - both from a 
geographic and a sectorial angle; 

Bring together local stakeholders to discuss issues regarding the sea-related education 
and training offer at an institution, network and sector level; 

Develop a good understanding of the main challenges, opportunities and added value of 
the creation or enforcement of networks between maritime education and training 
institutes and organisations, taking into account existing initiatives; 
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• Assess the possible strengthening or development of education and training networks in, 
across and beyond the Mediterranean region and for the relevant sectors; 

• Increase the visibility of marine and maritime vocational and professional education and 
training in the Mediterranean and raise awareness on their relevance to the blue economy 
competitiveness in the region; 

• Identify the drivers to be strengthened, barriers to be removed, and scope of the actions to 
be supported for the promotion and/or reinforcement of such networks; and 

• Develop a roadmap for creating and/or reinforcing such network(s) at a trans-national 
and cross-sectorial level, including operational guidelines for policy makers and 
stakeholders. 

On the European Commission side, the implementation of this contract has been 
delegated to the European Agency for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (EASME) by 
the Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries. The terms of the contract 
require the contractor to treat all information and documents associated with the 
performance of the contract as strictly confidential. 

The European Commission attaches great importance to this study and encourages all 
organisations contacted by Ecorys or its partners to collaborate and provide them with all 
the necessary information needed to accomplish their task successfully. 

Should you wish to obtain further information about the study, you may contact: 
- European Commission, EASME: Ms. Muriel LAUGEL 

Muriel .L AUGEL@ec. europa, eu 
- ECORYS: Ms Diletta ZONTA 

Dil etta.Zonta@be. ecor v s. com. 

Thank you for your collaboration, 
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